Z117 COMMITTEE

ANSI ACCREDITED STANDARDS COMMITTEE ON CONFINED SPACE

1800 E. Oakton Street ( Des Plaines, IL 60018

847/699-2929 - Phone    

847/296-9221 - Fax


May 14, 2003 


Mr. John Henshaw, CIH

Assistant Secretary of Labor/OSHA

U.S. Department of Labor/Occupational Safety and Health Administration

200 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20210

AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARDS

FORMAL REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE AND INTERPRETATIONS

Dear Assistant Secretary Henshaw:

As the Chairman of the ANSI accredited Z117 Confined Spaces Committee, I take great pleasure in presenting you with a copy of the newly revised Z117.1-2003 Standard, Safety Requirements for Confined Spaces.  OSHA has representation on the committee, and the participation of the Agency is much appreciated.   

As you are more than aware, confined spaces continues to be a significant occupational safety and health issue in the United States, and our belief is that enhanced recognition of the latest ANSI standard by OSHA would be of significant assistance in preventing future injuries, illnesses, and fatalities. Also, OMB A119 Circular and the Technology Transfer and Advancement Act, PL 104-113 were written to encourage government agencies such as OSHA to cite, recognize, and reference applicable national voluntary consensus standards.   In addition to providing you with the standard, the Z117 ASC is also asking for your consideration of, or response to, the following:

1. We request that the Z117 Committee be linked to the following OSHA site, http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/confinedspaces/index.html.  The link for the Z117 Committee is: http://www.asse.org/safety.html.

2. OSHA references the Z117.1-1989 Standard in a number of locations on the OSHA website, (Attachment #1).  Our view is that the Z117.1-2003 Standard provides a level of protection superior to the 1989 version.   Does OSHA agree with the contention of the Z117 Committee that the specific references to the Z117.1-1989 also include the 2003 standard?

3. What is OSHA’s enforcement position if an employer is complying with the most recent version of a voluntary national consensus standard, which was either previously adopted by reference or cited as a reference document during the rulemaking process?

4. Does OSHA agree that the Z117.1-2003 Standard is a viable document to use as a guideline when implementing a permit required confined spaces program?  

The Z117 ASC looks forward to your response to these questions. .  If you should have any questions or concerns, please contact Tim Fisher, with the secretariat staff of the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) at 847/768-3411.

Sincerely Yours,

[image: image1.bmp]
Edward V. Grund, CSP, P.E.

Chairman, Z117 ASC
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