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September 24, 2010
The Honorable Kirsten E. Gillibrand
United States Senate
SR-478 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC  20510-3203

RE:  ASSE Support for NIOSH in SB 1334

Dear Senator Gillibrand:

The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) is a global membership organization representing the interests of more than 32,000 safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals who are dedicated to working with employers to make sure that workplaces are safe and healthy so workers can return home each day to their families.  

ASSE applauds you for your leadership in sponsoring SB 1334, the “James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act of 2009.” to help ensure that those who were directly impacted by the terrorist attack in New York City on September 11, 2001, receive the health care services that they need and deserve.  ASSE had members who helped directly in the aftermath of this tragedy, working at Ground Zero to help rescue victims, secure the site, and clean-up and dispose of the debris.  We have heard our members’ stories and fully know the difficult environment in which they and others did their work.  As SH&E professionals who help protect workers from the same kinds of health and environmental risks these workers faced, we also understand just how deeply the health of many of these people were affected.  
While we support in general whatever provision Congress decides is appropriate to care for those who responded through this legislation, ASSE is 
particularly concerned with helping ensure that Congress gives the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) the necessary funding and tools to fulfill the mission NIOSH is already undertaking to meet the health needs of these individuals.  NIOSH is the only resource the safety and health community has for occupational safety and health research and education funding.  Unlike other research fields supported by the federal government, occupational safety and health research attracts little private funding.  Little occupational safety and health research is done without NIOSH’s support.  NIOSH’s already limited resources to carry out its occupational safety and health responsibilities cannot be negatively impacted by its work in helping meet the needs of those who responded to the World Trade Center tragedy.    
For this reason, we appreciate that SB 1334 provides for the specific appropriations needed to meet the health care needs of those covered by this bill.  If your bill is passed into law, NIOSH will no longer have to rely on appropriations bills each year to fund the NIOSH World Trade Center Health Program.  Your bill will also ensure that specific Congressional instructions on how the program should be operated will be in place.  NIOSH’s overall mission needs the kind of certainty your bill would bring.  In that respect, ASSE supports SB 1334 and offers whatever support we can provide to help you pass the bill into law.  
Again, thank you for your leadership in meeting the health care needs of those who responded and for recognizing the need to provide NIOSH with the necessary resources to carry out its mission.
Sincerely,



Darryl C. Hill, Ph.D., CSP
President
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