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ErgoSolutions Magazine: Tell us about
your background in ergonomics

Mark Hansen: I am a graduate of Texas
A&M University with a MS degree in
Industrial Engineering Specializing in
Ergonomics. 1 earned my CPE in
1993. 1 am also a CSP, a licensed pro-
fessional Engineer and a Certified
Professional Environmental Auditor.
I have over twenty years experience
in the field of ergonomics, as well as,
safety, health, and environmental.
Specifically, I have applied ergonom-
ics in many industrial settings: light,
medium and heavy manufacturing;
office environments and various field
locations.

ESM: What role does ergonomics play
in the ASSE’s mission and workplace
safety goals?

Hansen: Ergonomics is one of the
many areas ASSE is concerned with
due to its effect on worker safety and
health. In fact, we offered numerous
comments to OSHA regarding the
previous standard development. We
even offered a model standard in an
effort to assist OSHA in their develop-
ment of the standard. Presently we
have been fortunate to get key ASSE
members on the National Advisory
Committee on Ergonomics (NACE)
and we have recently formed a part-
nership with OSHA on ergonomics.
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Simply put, ergonomics is just like
any other safety-related aspect in the
workplace. We understand the issues
surrounding it and we are commen-
surately concerned with the effect on
worker safety and health.

ESM: What are some key ergonomic
issues currently facing the ASSE and
how are those being addressed?

Hansen: The key issue is getting
our members involved as
much as possible in the
campaign set forth by
Assistant Secretary Henshaw
to raise awareness of
ergonomic issues. We all
understand  that  this
Administration is not going
to get a standard on ergonom-
ics promulgated. And, if it cant
be the right kind of standard, specifi-
cally, a performance-based standard
that encourages cooperation between
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employers, employees and even gov-
ernment to find workable ergonomic
solutions, then we have to work with
what is possible.

So, until we can get the right stan-
dard, helping get the word out on
ergonomics to the extent it becomes
part and parcel of everyone’s thinking
is a great idea. We see it as a new, nec-
essary public health campaign.

Look at what has happened with
cigarettes and drunk driving as an
analogy. Legislation to help deal with
those issues has been good, but what'’s
really worked are all the ads and the
groups of people who work to raise
awareness and spread ideas—Ilike the
designated driver—to help people
strategize how to avoid and overcome
the problem. Ergonomics is no differ-
ent. The issue for ASSE is to help find
meaningful ways to help get the mes-
sage out that ergonomics is an issue
for every worker in every workplace,
from factory floors to the cabs of

trucks to cubicles and desks. And to
increase awareness that there are
solutions, many of which, in my
experience, are inexpensive and quite
practical. Our 30,000 members and
150 chapters are the best possible
resources to help people become
aware and understand that better
ergonomics will lead to better pro-
ductivity and better lives.
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Mark Hansen is president of the American
Society of Safety Engineers, and is National
Director; Risk Control, Oil & Gas for The St.
Paul Companies. Contact Mark at
Mark.Hansen@stpaul.com.

Learn more about the ASSE’s
mission & goals, training programs,
and annual conference at:

WWW.asse.org

“The ability to rapidly and easily switch mousing surface
from right to left and visa versa on multi-user workstation
is the most important feature found on a keyboard tray.
The Stealth.allows for this with the most stable.mousing
surface available in any design.”
— Professional Ergonomist James M. Stewart,
M.S., M.P.H., CPE, CIE, CHES

increasing productivity.
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ERGONOMIC SERVICES  (303) 904-8333
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ERGONOMIC DESIGN, INC. manufactures high-quality innovative ergonomic accessories to enhance your comfort, reduce injuries, while

We manufacture the largest variety of shapes, sizes and styles of keyboard platforms.

New innovative cockpit design, The Stealth keyboard platform represents the latest technology in computer workstation input device management.
the mouse, track-ball or touch pad can be conveniently placed at the immediate left or right of the keyboard. The opposite platform wing can easily
accommodate another input device or small writing pad. Both mouse area wings easily fold under the keyboard platform for storage.

Let us supply your keyboard platforms, WRISTSAVER® wrist rests, document holders, footrests and adjustable arms.

FOR DEALER INFORMATION OR A DEALER NEAR YOU CONTACT US AT:

800-645-5122

WWW.ERGODESIGN.COM
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