PAGE  
2

[image: image1.png]



June 15, 2007

Representative Terry Moulton

Chairman

Small Business Committee

Wisconsin State Assembly

Room 20 North, State Capitol

Madison, WI 53707

Dear Chairman Moulton:

The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) is a global membership association representing 30,000 safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals.  Our members include safety professionals, industrial hygienists, hazard material managers, engineers, educators, ergonomists, occupational health nurses and others who work for and with employers to prevent workplace injuries, illnesses and deaths.  ASSE has three chapters and about 650 members in Wisconsin who help make sure that workers in the state can return each day safe and healthy to their families.  

On behalf of our Wisconsin members, ASSE opposes AB 358 and LRB 2803/1.  These measures seek to undo a significant advancement in Wisconsin’s oversight of construction safety by eliminating personnel hoists and material hoists on construction sites from the state’s recently enacted oversight of elevator safety.  If enacted, Wisconsin construction workers will be lifted up in hoists and working around hoists carrying heavy construction materials that could very well be set up by someone with no hoist construction or maintenance training or expertise.  No reason exists for exempting these kinds of elevators from current Wisconsin law other than an effort to limit contractors’ costs. 

Not only does this effort fly in the face of common sense construction safety, it also ignores widely held construction safety standards adopted by the industry through the American National Standards Institute’s (ANSI) voluntary consensus standards for construction safety.  The ANSI/ASSE A10.4 standard Safety Requirements for Personnel Hoists and Employee Elevators in Construction and 

Demolition Operations requires trained personnel to construct and maintain hoists on construction sites, as current Wisconsin law now requires.  To be clear, this is an industry standard adopted by the widest possible range of industry stakeholders, including the national Association of General Contractors (AGC), which is a member of the A10 standards committee.  Information on the standard can be found at http://aec.ihs.com/news/asse-construction-safety.htm.  While ASSE is the Secretariat of the A10 standard, the committee overseeing the standard is entirely independent from ASSE, as required by ANSI procedures.

Wisconsin construction workers deserve better than a bill that would make their workplaces less safe.  To help keep them safe, your opposition to AB 358 and LRB 2803/1 is necessary.

Thank you for your attention to our concerns.

Sincerely,
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Donald S. Jones, Sr., CSP, PE

President


