
Lizzie Adler 

Anna Altman 

Annina Ardito 

Rose Bona Bassino 

Vincenza Benanti 

Yetta Berger 

Essie Bernstein 

Jacob Bernstein 

Morris Bernstein 

Gussie Bierman 

Vincenza Billota 

Abraham Binevitz 

Rosie Brenman 

Sarah Brenman 

Ida Brodsky 

Sarah Brodsky 

Ada Brooks 

Laura Brunetti 

Francesca Caputo 

Josephine Carlisi 

Albina Caruso 

Annie Ciminello 

Rosina Cirrito 

Anna Cohen 

Annie Colletti 

Sarah Cooper 

Michelina Cordiano 

Bessie Dashefsky 

Josie Del Castillo 

Clara Dockman 

Kalman Donick 

Celia Esenberg 

Rebecca Feibish 

Yetta Fichtenholtz 

Daisy Lopez Fitze 

Mary (Gullo) Floresta 

Jennie Franco 

Rose Friedman 

Molly Gerstein 

Catherine Giannattasio 

Celia Gitlin 

Esther Goldstein 

Lena Goldstein 

Mary Goldstein 

Yetta Goldstein 

Rosie Grasso 

Bertha Greb 

Dinah Greenberg 

Rachel Grossman 

Marie Herman 

Esther Hochfeld 

Fannie Hollander 

Pauline Horowitz 

Ida Jukofsky 

Ida Kanowitz 

Tessie Kaplan 

Beckie Koppelman 

Beckie Kessler 

Jacob Klein 

Bertha Kula 

Tillie Kupferschmidt 

Benjamin Kurtz 

Annie L’Abbate 

Fannie Lansner  

Maria Tortorelli Lauletti 

Mary Laventhal 

Jennie Lederman 

Max Lehrer 

Sam Lehrer 

Kate Leone 

Jennie Levin 

Pauline Levine 

Nettie Liebowitz 

In Remembrance... 

Rose Liermark 

Bettina Maiale 

Frances Maiale 

Catherine Maltese 

Lucia Maltese 

Rosaria Maltese 

Maria Manaria 

Rose Mankofsky 

Unknown 

Rose Mehl 

Yetta Meyers 

Gaetana Midolo 

Annie Miller 

Becky Neubauer 

Annie Nicholas 

Michelina Nicolosei 

Sadie Nussbaum 

Julia Oberstein 

Rose Oringer 

Becky Ostrovsky 

Annie Pack 

Providenza Panno 

Antonietta Pasqualicchio 

Ida Pearl 

Jennie Pildescu 

Vincenza Pinelli 

Emilia Prato 

Becky Reines 

Israel Rosen 

Julia Rosen 

Louis Rosen 

Yetta Rosenbaum 

Jennie Rosenberg 

Gussie Rosenfeld 

Nettie Rosenthal 

Emma Rothstein 

Theodore Rotner 

Sarah Sabasowitz 

Santina Salemi 

Sarafina Saracino 

Teresina Saracino 

Gussie Schiffman 

Theresa Schmidt 

Ethel Schneider 

Violet Schochet 

Golda Schpunt 

Margaret Schwartz 

Jacob Seltzer 

Rosie Shapiro 

Barnet (Ben) Sklover 

Rose Sorkin 

Annie Starr 

Jennie Stein 

Jennie Stellino 

Jennie Stiglitz 

Sam Taback 

Clotilde Terranova 

Isabella Tortorelli 

Unknown Woman 

Unknown Woman 

Unknown Woman 

Unknown Man 

Meyer Utal 

Catherine Uzzo 

Frieda Velakofsky 

Bessie Viviano 

Rosie Weiner 

Sarah Weintraub 

Tessie Weisner 

Dora Welfowitz 

Bertha Wendorff 

Joseph Wilson 

Simie Wisotsky 
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ASSE Began a century of protecting people,  

property and the environment.  
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146 Women and Men  

 

The Triangle Shirtwaist  
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March 25, 1911 
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On Saturday, March 25, 1911, workplace safety changed for-
ever.  The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory was located on the 8th, 
9th and 10th floors of the Asch Building in New York City.  
The factory made ladies’ blouses and employed approximately 
600 workers, mostly young immigrant women from Germany, 
Italy and Eastern Europe.  Some workers were as young as 
twelve and thirteen years old,  working up to 72 hours a week, 
including Saturdays.    

 
On March 25, 1911, at the end of 
the work day, a cutter noticed a fire 
had started in his scrap bin.  The fire 
spread rapidly, with little opportu-
nity for workers to escape.  
 
 146 garment workers died by jump-

ing down elevator shafts and out of 9th floor windows to the 
pavement below in attempts to escape the fire.  Fire escapes 
failed and stairways were blocked, preventing rescuers from 
reaching those trapped on the top floors of the Asch Building.   
 
There were several factors that contributed to this preventable  
tragedy.  To begin, doors to each work area opened inward 
and were locked to prevent workers from taking breaks during 
work hours.  A few buckets of water were the only fire-
fighting tools available.  While most people were shocked at 
the tragedy, there were no regulations in place that would have 
helped save lives.  The owners of the Triangle Shirtwaist Fac-
tory, Max Blanck and Isaac Harris, were ultimately found “not 
guilty” on charges of manslaughter related to the fire.  
 
The fire led to many milestones for worker safety and health 
during the last 100 years.  Legislation was passed requiring 
improved work safety for all. Frances Perkins, the first female 
cabinet member and Secretary of Labor, began her commit-
ment to safety and health soon after being one of the thou-
sands of people in New York City that day in 1911, watching 
helplessly as workers fell to their deaths.  
 

The Triangle Shirtwaist  

Factory Fire 
The History of ASSE U.S. Safety milestones 

The American Society of Safety Engineers was founded in  
October of 1911 as the United Association of Casualty Inspec-
tors in New York City, just months after the horrific Triangle 
Shirtwaist Factory fire.  
 
Today, ASSE is the oldest professional safety organization and 
represents more than 32,000 occupational safety, health and en-
vironmental (SH&E) practitioners committed to protecting peo-
ple, property and the environment.  These SH&E professionals 
are at the forefront of safety engineering, design, standards de-
velopment, management and education in virtually every indus-
try.  
 
ASSE has 150 chapters, 35 section and 60 student sections all 
over the world.  There are also members residing in over 64 
countries including Australia, Ecuador, Egypt, Kuwait, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Saudi Arabia and the United Kingdom.  
 
ASSE is also a secretariat for the American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI) and members serve on more than 40 standards 
committees, contributing to new developments in safety rules 
and regulations, protecting workers worldwide.  ASSE members 
also serve on standards committees for the International Organi-
zation for Standardization (ISO). For more information, visit 
www.asse.org/newsroom.   
 

March 25, 1911: The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire forever 
changes workplace safety in America when 146 women and 
men perish due to inadequate workplace safety.  

 

October 14, 1911: ASSE was founded in New York City.  
 

1920: The U.S. Department of Labor Women’s Bureau was 
established to promote women’s rights in the workplace.  

 

1933: Frances Perkins became the first 
female cabinet member and served as 
the U.S. Secretary of Labor until 1945.  
She dedicated herself to work safety 
after witnessing the tragic Triangle 
Shirtwaist Factory fire.  

 

1938: The Fair Labor Standards Act 
was passed, establishing child labor 
regulations. 

 

1962:  ASSE helped revise the 1936 Walsh-Healey Act, result-
ing in an increased emphasis on SH&E in corporations. There 
began to be a heavy emphasis on education for safety profes-
sionals thereafter.  

 

1971: The Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) and the National Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health (NIOSH) were created.  

 

1981: The Fire Safety Institute was founded.  
 

September 3, 1991: Over 90 years after the Triangle Shirtwaist 
Factory fire tragedy, a fire at the Imperial Chicken processing 
plant in Hamlet, NC, killed 25 workers and injured 49 more.   

 

In 2000, ASSE joined with the Canadian Society of Safety 
Engineering (CSSE) to raise awareness of occupational safety, 
health and the environment through North American Occupa-
tional Safety and Health (NAOSH) Week, which occurs the 
first week in May.  Later, NAOSH Week grew to include Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Professional (OSHP) Day, which 
occurs on the Wednesday of NAOSH Week each year. 

 

September 11, 2001: ASSE members rushed to work in the 
search and rescue efforts when 2,886 people were killed in 
terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in NY City, at the 
Pentagon and in PA where Flight 93 crashed.  


