December 2009

Member shares information on ABB First Responders attending CERT Training:

During the month of October, 12 of ABB New Berlin’s 40+ First Responders attended and completed Waukesha County’s (Southeastern Wisconsin) Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training. This is a 21 hour interactive class that covers such topics as: disaster preparedness, fire safety, search and rescue, disaster psychology, terrorism, and first-aid. CERT completion helps the company and community by having volunteer individuals that are trained and prepared to react in an emergency situation such as a natural or man-made disaster. ABB is the only company in New Berlin with trained First Responders and one of the few companies trained in CERT. 


During the last class, according to Kathryn Schwab, ABB EHS Coordinator for Low Voltage Drives, Automation Products, New Berlin, WI, ABB’s First Responders had to practice their new skills with a simulation drill. The instructors, Linda Botts from Citizens & Organizations Active in Disasters (COAD) and Bob Mayer, an experienced firefighter and volunteer, set the scene. The drill included a mannequin pinned against a wall by a forklift truck with the truck operator unconscious after suffering a heart attack. To complicate things further in the drill, a newly trained CERT member became unconscious on the scene after seeing blood. Each CERT member was assigned a role with the Incident Commander and Safety being at the top of the chain with Operations reporting to them. The Operations Chief then oversaw medical, 911, and security. The First Responders found it difficult to stay in their role while fighting their natural instinct to jump in and help. 

Botts said “ABB is one of the few businesses in Waukesha County that have taken CERT Training.  I really appreciated the chance to work with the ABB Responders, they were a committed and caring group of professionals who clearly enjoy and appreciate the role of safety in the workplace.” Other local businesses from the county such as GE and Quad Graphics have also been through the training.
 
The CERT program was established in 1985 in Los Angeles, CA. In 1993, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) saw how valuable the program was and decided to make it available nationally. The course includes a disaster response kit for each participant which consists of a gym bag filled with a hard hat, gloves, goggles, vest, and any other supplies participants wish to add. “CERT is about readiness, people helping people, rescuer safety, and doing the greatest good for the greatest number” explains Citizens Corp, http://www.citizencorps.gov/cert/about.shtm. 
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