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SAMPLE NAOSH 08 PROCLAMATION REQUEST LETTER

(DATE)

Honorable (full name of recipient)

Mayor/Governor of City/State

(your official’s address)

(your official’s city and state and zip)

RE: Request for Proclamation for North American Occupational Safety and Health Week (NAOSH) 2008 (May 4 - 10) and Occupational Safety and Health Professional Day, May 7

Dear Honorable (add last name):

Local members of the 97-year-old American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) are requesting that you consider joining with ASSE and our more than 31,000 members, and 35 partner organizations-- such as the American Heart Association (AHA), the National Federation of Independent Businesses (NFIB), the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and the 1400 member companies of the Voluntary Protection Programs Participants’ Association (VPPPA) – to raise awareness of the importance of being safe at work by supporting North American Occupational Safety and Health Week (NAOSH) this May 4 – 10 and the May 7, 2008 Occupational Safety and Health Professional (OSHP) Day with a proclamation.  

Each year through our members' efforts and the commitment of state, local and federal officials we have reached more than 30 million people and hundreds of thousands of businesses on the value of investing in occupational safety and health and the positive affect it has on workers, businesses, families and friends. We do this through community events, national and international communications on workplace safety best practices, through our sixth annual popular ASSE kids' "Safety-on-the-Job" poster contest and more.

The focus of NAOSH Week 2008 is "Safety is Good Business".  Our members are occupational safety, health and environmental professionals committed to protecting people, property and the environment. While we have made great strides over the decades in improving workplace safety, businesses spend $170 billion a year on costs associated with occupational injuries and illnesses – costs that take away from company profits. Hence, if those costs are invested early on companies would not see tangible and intangible losses from workplace fatalities and injuries. 

Injuries and illnesses in the workplace result in both direct and indirect costs to employers.  Occupational injuries and illness increase workers' compensation and retraining costs, absenteeism, and possible faulty products; also decreasing productivity, morale, and profits. Businesses operate more efficiently when they use effective safety and health management systems. 

During the May, 2008 NAOSH Week ASSE and its partners will hold events throughout North America including our NAOSH national kick-off events Monday, May 5 at the U.S. Department of Labor in Washington, D.C., with our partners the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and the Canadian Society of Safety Engineering (CSSE), and at the U.S. Capitol for an awards ceremony. Each year these events grow and we welcome you and your D.C. staff to join us. For OSHP Day we will be honoring our longtime members and their positive contributions to workers, the public and the safety and health profession.

Please consider supporting NAOSH Week 2008 and Occupational Safety and Health Professional Day with a proclamation.  Your support will greatly enhance NAOSH week, increase the focus on prevention and help raise awareness of the work of the occupational safety, health and environmental practitioners living and working in your city and state.  We have attached a draft proclamation for your review and consideration. For more information, history and a photo gallery on NAOSH Week please go to www.asse.org/naosh08. 

Thank you very much for your time and your continued commitment to protecting not only workers, but also their families and friends. Should you have any questions please contact me (put contact info. here) or ASSE Public Relations' Diane Hurns at 847-768-3413, dhurns@asse.org or Joanna Climer at 847-768-3460 or jeclimer@asse.org. Again, thank you for your time, consideration and continued support.

Sincerely,

(name)

American Society of Safety Engineers

(contact info/full address)

Atts: Draft NAOSH Week/OSHP Day proclamation, ASSE Fact Sheet, Safety Through the Decades poster 

P.S. If okayed, we would like to feature the proclamation in local and national news releases, post it on our web site and display it at our NAOSH Week events in Washington, D.C., and at our annual conference.
