 (TEMPLATE LETTER FOR ASSE MEMBERS TO SEND TO SCHOOLS FOR ASSE KIDS’ ‘SAFETY-ON-THE-JOB’ POSTER CONTEST)
October, 2011
Dear (school administrator/principal):
Each fall the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE), of which I am a member, kicks off its annual ASSE kids’ ‘Safety-on-the-Job’ poster contest for children ages 5 to 14. This year marks the 10th anniversary of this growing contest, and we hope your school can be a part of it.

The ‘Safety-on-the-Job’ poster contest is a fun way to educate children on workplace safety and health and how their parents, friends and relatives can stay safe at work. The contest increases awareness about workplace safety and what occupational safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals do every day to ensure that each person who goes to work leaves work injury and illness free to return home to their family and friends. In addition, years from now when these children start their first job, they will know how to stay safe.

Celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2011, ASSE is oldest safety society. It has more than 33,000 occupational safety, health and environmental professionals and student members located worldwide committed to protecting people, property and the environment. 
With this letter I am inviting your school to participate in the ‘Safety on the Job’ poster contest. Enclosed you will find a copy of the ASSE news release on the event; contest rules; and an entry form. 
The contest is broken down into five age groups:  5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12 and 13-14. Winners are chosen based on who best illustrates the importance of being safe on the job. Prizes include:

· A $5,000 savings bond for the grand prize winner in each age group.

· Grand prize winning posters will be featured in the annual North American Occupational Safety and Health (NAOSH) Week (May 6-12, 2012) poster distributed worldwide. 

· Savings bonds for the second, third and fourth place winners in each age group. 

· All entrants and their families are invited free of charge to attend the ASSE NAOSH kick-off and poster contest recognition events in Washington, D.C., on May 6th and 7th at the National Zoo, the U.S. Department of Labor, the U.S. Capitol, the Smithsonian and the National Gallery of Art.  Federal and corporate officials will join ASSE officials at the kick-off events.

· ASSE’s Public Relations Department will develop and distribute individual news releases on each winner for local and national distribution. 

Please visit www.asse.org/naosh11 to view photos of past poster contest winners and D.C. events.

Any child can participate if they are sponsored by an ASSE member, and I am able to be that sponsor. I am also available to present an overview of the contest to any of your classes.
All entries must be postmarked by February 14, 2012 – the contest deadline. Participating students will need my ASSE membership number to put on each entry form which is attached to the back of the poster. 

I hope your school(s) will consider taking part in this exciting event. Today more than 5,000 people a year are dying from on-the-job injuries – that’s 12 people a day. Hundreds of thousands more sustain on-the-job injuries and illnesses. It is our mission to make that number zero. We hope you can help.
For more information about the contest, please visit www.asse.org/newsroom/naosh . If you have any questions please contact me at ________________________ or ASSE PR Manager Diane Hurns at 847-768-3413, dhurns@asse.org; PR Specialist Charlotte Norgaard at 847-768-3404, cnorgaard@asse.org; or PR Assistant Trinity Stachura at 847-768-3441, tstachura@asse.org. 

Thank you for your time and consideration! 
Sincerely,

(your name and contact information) 

