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PUBLIC STATEMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT

PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED ANSI/ASSE 

Z359 FAMILY OF STANDARDS

The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) serves as the secretariat of the ANSI Accredited Z359 Committee (ASC) for fall protection and fall arrest.

ASSE is announcing a public review of five-draft American National Standard addressing fall arrest and fall protection.  The Z359 ASC is aware that the issue of fall protection and fall arrest is of interest to many stakeholders and urges all interested parties to review and comment about the draft standard.  The Z359 Standards are well regarded and our used in wide variety of venues by both the public and private sector.

The following standards are open for public review comment:

ANSI/ASSE Z359.0-200X, Definitions and Nomenclature Used for Fall Protection and Fall Arrest. This standard establishes the definitions and nomenclature used for fall arrest and fall protection.

ANSI/ASSE Z359.1-200X, Safety Requirements for Personal Fall Arrest Systems, Subsystems and Components. This standard establishes requirements for the performance, design, marking, qualification, instruction, training, inspection, use, maintenance and removal from service of connectors, full body harnesses, lanyards, energy absorbers, anchorage connectors, fall arresters, vertical lifelines, and self-retracting lanyards comprising personal fall arrest systems for users within the capacity range of 130 to 310 pounds (59 to 140 kg).

ANSI/ASSE Z359.2-200X, Minimum Requirements for a Comprehensive Managed Fall Protection Program. This standard establishes guidelines and requirements for an employer’s managed fall protection program, including policies, duties and training; fall protection procedures; eliminating and controlling fall hazards; rescue procedures; incident investigations; and evaluating program effectiveness.

ANSI/ASSE Z359.3-200X, Safety Requirements for Positioning and Travel Restraint Systems.  This standard establishes requirements for the performance, design, marking, qualification, test methods, and instructions of lanyards and harnesses comprising personal positioning and travel restraint systems.

ANSI/ASSE Z359.4-200X, Safety Requirements for Assisted-Rescue and Self-Rescue Systems, Subsystems and Components. This standard establishes requirements for the performance, design, marking, qualification, instruction, training, use, maintenance and removal from service of connectors, harnesses, lanyards, anchorage connectors, winches / hoists, descent control devices, rope tackle blocks, and self-retracting lanyards with integral rescue capability comprising rescue systems, utilized in pre-planned self-rescue and assisted-rescue applications for 1-2 persons.

Public Review Timing

Public review of these documents will run from February 17, 2006 until April 18, 2006.  All comments must be submitted to the attention of the secretariat by April 18, 2006 5:00 p.m. Central Time.  All comments must be turned in on the public review comment matrix electronically to the attention of Tim Fisher at Tfisher@ASSE.Org. 

Ordering Logistics

The fee for the public review standards is $155.00.  To order the standards please send a check made out to ASSE to the attention of Tim Fisher at the address listed in the letterhead.  This is a package of standards for public review.  The reason for the package is so that stakeholders will be aware of how the standards work with each other.  The draft standards are not being distributed individually.  You would also be directed to a URL where you can obtain the comment matrix electronically as comments must be submitted on the matrix forms.

The other key issue is that reviewers will need the current standards and historic documents, or they will be confused.  As a result the package also includes the following standards, listed below, to go with the draft documents.  

Please note that the standards below are not for public review and comment.  They are being provided to give stakeholders an overall view of fall arrest and fall protection.  This perspective is needed in order to understand the direction and intent of this initiative.

Standard Title: ANSI/ASSE Z359.1-1992 (R1999), Safety Requirements for Personal Fall Arrest Systems, Subsystems and Components 

Scope: This standard establishes requirements for the performance, design, marking, qualification, instruction, training, inspection, use, maintenance and removal from service of connectors, full body harnesses, lanyards, energy absorbers, anchorage connectors, fall arresters, vertical lifelines, and self-retracting lanyards comprising personal fall arrest systems for users within the capacity range of 130 to 310 pounds (59 to 140 kg).

http://www.asse.org/Z359_links.htm
Standard Title: ANSI/ASE A10.32-2004, Safety Requirements for Fall Arrest for Construction and Demolition Operations 
Scope: This standard establishes performance criteria for personal fall protection equipment and systems in construction and demolition and provides guidelines, recommendations for their use and inspection. It includes, but is not limited to; fall arrest, restraint, positioning, climbing, descending, rescue, escape and training activities. Exceptions: This standard does not include lineman's body belts, pole straps, window washers belts, chest/waist harnesses, and sports equipment. 

http://www.asse.org/A10/A10.32/3832_frameset.htm
And the following below is provided only as a historic reference document.

A10.14-1991 (Historic Document)

This standard establishes safety requirements for the erecting, handling, fitting, fastening, reinforcing and dismantling of structural steel, plate steel, steel joist, and metal deck at a final in-place field site during construction, maintenance and dismantling operations.

It should be noted that the A10.14-1991 document was administratively withdrawn by the American National Standards Institute in June of 2002 and should not be viewed as a current American National Standard. The A10.14 Standard was replaced by the ANSI/ASSE A10.32-2004 American National Standard “Fall Protection Systems for Construction and Demolitions”. The standard is available for purchase through the standard’s secretariat, ASSE, only as a historical document for research and historical purposes. 
http://www.asse.org/A10/A10.14/3814_frameset.htm

Meeting Announcement

The Z359 ASC for Fall Arrest/Protection will be meeting at the headquarters of the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE).  Subgroup meetings may potentially be scheduled for 4/11/2005 and the full committee will meet on 4/12 and 4/13 in 2006.  For more information contact Tim Fisher at ASSE.
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