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AMERICAN SOCIETY 
OF SAFETY ENGINEERS
1800 East Oakton Street
Des Plaines, Illinois  60018-2187
847.699.2929
FAX 847.296.3769
www.asse.org

August 3, 2009

Jordan Barab
Acting Assistant Secretary of Labor
Occupational Safety and Health Administration
U.S. Department of Labor
200 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20210

	By facsimile to 202/693-1648 

RE:    Granting Illinois Approval for Public Sector Worker State Plan – OSHA-2009-0010

Dear Acting Assistant Secretary Barab:

On behalf of the 32,000 member safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals, including its nearly 1400 members in Illinois, the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) supports both the State of Illinois for its intent to establish an Illinois Public Employee Only State Plan and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) for its Proposed Rule taking the necessary steps to see that this plan is approved so that Illinois and its political subdivisions begin protecting their workers in ways that meet federal safety and health standards.  

Providing coverage to the 8.1 million public sector workers across the United States who do not enjoy the same level of federal occupational safety and health protections that all private sector workers and public sector workers in state plan states enjoy has long been a goal of ASSE.  Over the last several years, our members in Florida in particular have worked hard to see that public sector workers there are protected at the level of federal standards.  Through those efforts, our members have learned how difficult it is for a state to take the needed steps to protect its public sector workers even when, as employers throughout the private sectors have learned, such protections not only keep workers safe and healthy and but also help government better manage challenging costs associated with a workforce.  This state plan is not only good for Illinois’ public sector workers.  It is also good for Illinois taxpayers. 

ASSE looks forward to the time when all public sector workers are protected under federal standards and urges OSHA to do whatever it can to encourage other non-State Plan states to follow Illinois’ example by working with the established State Plans to share their successes in helping public and private sector employer protect their workers and better manage workforce costs.  ASSE and its members would be more than happy to work with OSHA to communicate those successes.

Sincerely,
[image: ]
C. Christopher Patton, CSP
President
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