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AMERICAN SOCIETY 
OF SAFETY ENGINEERS
1800 East Oakton Street
Des Plaines, Illinois  60018-2187
847.699.2929
FAX 847.296.3769
www.asse.org

November 15, 2010

Senator Mike Nofs 
Michigan Senate 
Post Office Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909-7536 

	Via email to senmnofs@senate.michigan.gov

Dear Senator Nofs: 

On behalf of my nearly 700 fellow members of the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) who live and work in Michigan, I am troubled that the Michigan House of Representatives on Wednesday, November 10, passed a Substitute for HB 6205, the companion bill to your bill, SB 1407, that would provide licensure for sanitarians but confuse who is able to do environmental work in Michigan.  

Before you consider the House Substitute for SB 1407, I urge you to meet with our members in Michigan to discuss how this impacts their ability to practice in the state.  They are eager to talk to you and work with you, not to oppose sanitarian licensure, but to ensure that this legislation does not limit inappropriately the ability of other safety, health and environmental professionals to continue to practice in Michigan   

As we said in our August 19 letter to you, our member safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals are not opposed to sanitarians achieving licensure in Michigan.  Sanitarians provide a valuable benefit in helping manage public health risks.  The problem is
that both the original legislation and now the House Substitute are written in a way that will significantly confuse who is responsible for public health, environmental work and, despite carve outs for occupational safety and health and industrial hygiene professionals, even workplace protections.   

We are particularly troubled that, against our members’ stated objections to the sanitarian working to achieve licensure and staff of the House sponsor of the bill, Section 18401(1)(E) of the Substitute defines the practice of occupational safety for us without our cooperation.  No bill aimed to protect one profession should define another.   From our perspective, the only reason a definition of safety professional is needed in the Substitute is because the sanitarians have failed to define specifically their own profession in the bill and can only attempt to define the scope of their practice by stating what it is not, as the definition for “environmental health” in Section 18401(1)(B) of the bill indicates –  

A scientific discipline that addresses the interrelationships between humans and their natural or manmade environment that may adversely impact human health or the ecological balances essential to long-term health and environmental quality.
 
This is entirely vague and could cover nearly any work involving the protection of people or the environment.  

While in Section 18401(1)(F) a more specific definition of “Practice of Environmental Health” is attempted – “(t)he practice of environmental health includes the previous activities performed or offered to be performed by individual serving in any of the following capacities” – this wording does not serve to limit the scope of practice to the activities mentioned.  Given the vague definition of “environmental practice,” nearly anything related to the environment will require a sanitarian license.  Please compare this to the much more straightforward and specific definition of sanitarian taken from the Encyclopedia of Public Health that would better serve to define the sanitarian and avoid confusion with other safety, health and environmental practitioners: 

A sanitarian is a person who is trained in the sanitary sciences, biology, chemistry, geology, physics, and math, and who operates as an inspector or health official in the public sector or private industry, reviewing programs and enforcing local laws to protect the public's health.
 
Surely, as this example shows, there are better ways to write this bill to avoid confusion. 
We will contact your office to ask for a meeting.  If you have any questions, please contact Steve Monet at monets1@member.asse.org or 810/923-7719 or me at darryl.c.hill@us.abb.com at 248 /391-8613. 

Thank you for taking the time to hear our members’ concerns.   

Sincerely,


Darryl C. Hill, Ph.D., CSP
President

cc:  Senator Michael D. Bishop, Majority Leader
 			SenMBishop@senate.michigan.gov
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