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AMERICAN SOCIETY 

OF SAFETY ENGINEERS

1800 East Oakton Street

Des Plaines, Illinois  60018-2187

847.699.2929

FAX 847.296.3769

www.asse.org
November 10, 2008

Debbie Stone

Regulations Coordinator

Maryland Division of Labor and Industry

1100 N. Eutaw Street, Room 606

Baltimore, MD 21201

By email to stone.debbie@dol.gov
RE:  Comment on Proposed Regulatory Action on Crane Safety

Dear Ms. Stone:

The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) is a global professional membership society representing safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals.  Our members are committed to working with employers to protect workplaces from occupational safety, health and environmental risks and to make sure workers can go home each day safe and healthy.  Nearly 600 ASSE members live and work in Maryland and belong to three chapters located in Baltimore, Salisbury and the Washington, DC area.  On behalf of our members, ASSE appreciates the inclusion of these comments for the record of the Maryland Division of Labor and Industry’s proposal to adopt new Regulations .01 - .13 under a new chapter of its regulations, “COMAR 09.12.26 Crane Safety.”  

ASSE commends the Division for its proactive efforts to continue to advance crane safety to help protect workers, workplaces and, as 
recent highly publicized incidents in several parts of the country, the public.  We particularly support the Division’s approach of relying on voluntary national consensus standards in its crane regulations.  As ASSE’s position statement on the Role of Consensus Standards in Occupational Safety and Health (http://www.asse.org/professionalaffairs/govtaffairs/roleofconsensusstandards0406.php) explains  
National consensus standards reflect the opinions of the professionals who work at all levels of the public and private sectors in technology development, safety and health, manufacturing, training, financial analysis, personnel, academia and also reflect insight from the final end user. This balanced perspective enables standards to be crafted in a way that benefits and protects users of the standard. 
ASSE commends the Division for recognizing the value of supporting consistency between its regulations and the crane safety practices widely accepted through industry as reflected in ANSI/ASSE A10.42-2000 Safety Requirements for Rigging Qualifications and Responsibilities—American National Standard for Construction and Demolition Operations.  However, to make sure that these regulations fully reflect the scope of safe practices that have been adopted to help advance crane safety, ASSE urges that the following voluntary consensus standards also be included in the final rulemaking:
· ANSI/ASSE A10.31 Safety Requirements, Definitions & Specifications for Digger Derricks, which concerns special multipurpose vehicle-mounted machines, commonly known as digger-derricks. These machines are primarily designed to accommodate components that dig holes, set poles, and position materials and apparatus.  More information can be found at http://www.asse.org/search.php?varSearch=standards. 

· ANSI/ASSE A10.28 Safety Requirements for Work Platforms Suspended from Cranes or Derricks, which applies to platforms suspended from the load lines of cranes or derricks in order to (1) perform work at elevations that cannot normally be reached by other types of scaffolds or aerial work platforms or (2) transport personnel to elevations where other means of access are unsafe or impractical because of design or worksite conditions.  More information can be found at http://www.asse.org/search.php?varSearch=standards.  
· ANSI/ASSE A10.33 Safety & Health Program Requirements for Multi-Employer Projects, which sets forth the minimum elements and activities of a program to define the duties and responsibilities of a construction project where a single Project Constructor supervises and controls the project.  More information is available at http://www.asse.org/search.php?varSearch=standards.

References to these consensus standards in addition to A10.42-2000 will bring Maryland’s crane regulations in line with current accepted practices among SH&E professionals and throughout industry in helping ensure safe crane operations.

For this or any other activities of the Division impacting occupational safety and health in Maryland, ASSE offers whatever technical expertise its members can provide.  If you would like to reach our members or have any questions about these comments, we encourage the Division to contact Dave Heidorn, Manager of Government Affairs and Policy at 847/768-3406 or dheidorn@asse.org.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

Warren K. Brown, CSP, ARM, CSHM

President
