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April 6, 2007

The Honorable Carl J. Domino

Florida House of Representatives

Room 405, House Office Building

402 S. Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL  32399-1300

By e-mail:  carl.domino@myfloridahouse.gov
RE:   Addressing Mold Assessor Qualifications in HB 1399

Dear Representative Domino:

On behalf of the 1400 member safety, health and environmental professionals (SH&E) of the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) who live and work in Florida, I want to urge you to amend your bill, HB 1399, to ensure that mold assessment in Florida will be conducted by qualified professionals.  

Current provisions in the bill that would allow, at best, an individual with a 2-year degree and, at worst, a GED to practice as a mold assessor does not adequately protect the citizens of Florida.  These education levels may be adequate for mold remediators but not for those who assess whether and what kind of a health threat exists from mold in the first place.  It is in mold assessment where consumers face the greatest threat from inaccuracy and fraud.  

While no one kind of coursework or training ensures competency in mold assessment, a four-year degree in microbiology, engineering, architecture, industrial hygiene or occupational safety coupled with at least 5 years of documented experience will at least give the kind of broad-based decision-making skills and experience to ensure a level of professional competence not typically achieved in those who have not attained such levels.  

To that end, ASSE respectfully asks that the following amendments be made in Section 468.8413 to HB 1399 –

	601
	(b)1.  For a mold assessor, at least a 2 4-year degree in

	602
	microbiology, engineering, architecture, industrial hygiene,

	603
	occupational safety, or a related field of science from an

	604
	accredited institution and a minimum of 1 5-year of documented

	605
	field experience in conducting microbial sampling or

	606
	Investigations.; or

	607
	2.  A high school diploma or the equivalent with a minimum

	608
	of 4 years of documented field experience in conducting

	609
	microbial sampling or investigations.


ASSE’s members in Florida would very much like to support your effort to protect the citizens of Florida from unqualified and unscrupulous mold assessment and remediation work but cannot do so without this change.  We urge you to adopt this suggested amendment to HB 1399.

Thank you for your consideration of our concern.  If the expertise and experience of our members can be of any help to you or your staff, please contact Dave Heidorn, ASSE’s Manager of Government Affairs and Policy at 847/768-3406 or dheidorn@asse.org.

Sincerely,

Edwin Granberry, Jr.

Vice President for Governmental Affairs,

ASSE Region IV

