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AMERICAN SOCIETY 

OF SAFETY ENGINEERS

1800 East Oakton Street

Des Plaines, Illinois  60018-2187

847.699.2929

FAX 847.296.3769

www.asse.org
November 17, 2008

Thomas M. Stohler
Acting Assistant Secretary

Occupational Safety and Health Administration

Department of Labor

200 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  200001

By email to www.regulations.gov
RE:  Docket ID – OSHA-2007-0066, Cranes and Derricks in Construction:  Request for Extension of Time

Dear Acting Assistant Secretary Stohler:

The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) respectfully requests that the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) provide a ninety (90) day extension of time for submitting written comments in response to the Proposed Rule Cranes and Derricks in Construction published in the October 9, 2008 Federal Register (73 Federal Register 59174-59954).  

The importance of ensuring crane and derrick safety in construction is an important safety issue for a large segment of our diverse and wide-spread membership.  ASSE’s Construction Practice Specialty is the largest of ASSE’s fourteen practice specialties.  Providing an adequate response that reflects the wide experience and expertise of our members interested in providing input into this rulemaking is a unique challenge in the face of the Proposed Rule’s 240 pages of text, its many references to supporting materials, and the nearly 150 specific requests for public comment in the proposal.  For this reason alone, an extension of time is needed.  

In addition, given the current well publicized but complex challenges involved in managing crane safety, it is imperative that OSHA build confidence in a final decision on this rulemaking by doing everything it can to provide an adequate opportunity to comment.  Providing a 90-day extension of time would reflect OSHA’s understanding of the importance of this Proposed Rule’s impact on worker, workplace and even public safety.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.  If there are any questions or ASSE can be of any assistance, please contact Dave Heidorn, Manager of Government Affairs and Policy at 847/768-3406 or dheidorn@asse.org.

Sincerely,

Warren K. Brown, CSP, ARM, CSHM

President

cc:  Noah Connell

       Acting Director of Construction

        OSHA
