PAGE  
3

[image: image1.png]




AMERICAN SOCIETY 

OF SAFETY ENGINEERS

1800 East Oakton Street

Des Plaines, Illinois  60018-2187

847.699.2929

FAX 847.296.3769

www.asse.org
September 29, 2008

Dr. Christine Branche

Acting Director

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health

395 E Street, S.W.  Suite 9200
Patriots Plaza Building
Washington, DC 20201 

By email to NIOSH Docket Number NIOSH-099
RE:  ASSE Comments on NIOSH CIB:   Asbestos Fibers and Other Elongated Mineral Particles: State of the Science and Roadmap for Research (June 2008 draft)
Dear Dr. Branche:

On behalf of the 33,000 member safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals of the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE), the Society commends the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) for addressing the need to establish a research priorities to address occupational risks posed by asbestos fiber research, as reflected in the roadmap for research addressing asbestos fibers and other elongated mineral particles.  Our members, who strive each day to protect workers from the risks associated with asbestos and similar materials, share NIOSH’s goal of moving forward research on this occupational health and environmental issue.

Earlier this year, ASSE provided its views on the previous February 2007 draft Roadmap prepared by the NIOSH Mineral Fibers Work Group.  ASSE’s comments, which can be found in the NIOSH docket at http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docket/pdfs/NIOSH-099/0099-053107-jones_sub.pdf, supported the earlier draft, and ASSE continues to believe that the benefits of the proposed research in the revised Roadmap will clarify and reduce current scientific uncertainties in those areas, provide a sound scientific foundation for future policy development, and contribute valuable insight into the potential health and environmental impact from asbestos and other toxic and/or potentially toxic mineral fibers in our environment.

ASSE is concerned, however, that this revised NIOSH Roadmap strays from the original draft’s stated goal of developing a unified theory of thoracic-sized fiber (elongated particle) toxicity between (1) currently known and newly identified mineral fibers; (2) synthetic vitreous fibers; and (3) nanofibers.  This goal was prominently reiterated in NIOSH’s presentation at the May 4, 2007, public meeting on this issue stated that the unified theory was the “ultimate goal” of its research (http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docket/pdfs/NIOSH-099/0099-050407-middendorf_presentation.pdf).  Now, in the revised draft Roadmap, that goal is downplayed significantly, as indicated at page 108 by the statement 

The extent to which a policy concerning thoracic-size EMPs could be extended to SVFs and even to other manufactured materials such as engineered nanomaterials, would need to be explored.

The February 2007 draft Roadmap explored significantly a unified theory concerning thoracic-size fibers and had clearly proposed a policy concerning a unified theory as its ultimate goal. Unfortunately, the revised Roadmap does not provide an adequate explanation for why NIOSH has backed away from important research on a unified and coherent risk management approach that fully incorporates this unified understanding of the toxicity of mineral and manufactured elongated particles.  Such an approach would provide a significant step forward in helping reduce occupational disease among this nation’s workers.

The Society recognizes that NIOSH has made recommendations to investigate systematically the health effects of manufactured nanomaterials within the next five years.  Integrating the results of these separate nanoparticle toxicity investigations with the results of the mineral specific research program developed as a result of this revised Roadmap could very well further a broader and more fundamental understanding of the determinants of toxicity of mineral and manufactured elongated particles.  ASSE fears, 

however, that this recommendation does not carry the weight of the clearly stated goal in the February 2007 draft that more firmly commits NIOSH to pursuing a unified theory.  Reverting to “mineral only” research that may or may not be integrated with other independent research on manufactured elongated particles is an inadequate commitment.  

ASSE supported NIOSH’s unified approach in our comments on the 2007 draft Roadmap.  The Society urges NIOSH to reaffirm in a final Roadmap its commitment to a unified theory of elongated particle toxicity, which will be the best approach to fulfilling the ultimate goal of reducing the prevalence of disease associated with occupational exposure to both mineral and engineered/ manufactured fibers.

As always, ASSE offers the experience and expertise of its members in what ever way is needed to help NIOSH move forward this document in a way that best fulfills NIOSH’s mission of supporting the best possible research to help the occupational safety and health community protect workers from occupational safety, health and environmental risks. 

Sincerely,

Warren K. Brown, CSP, ARM, CSHM

President
