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September 16, 2010

The Honorable David Michaels
Assistant Secretary 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration
U. S. Department of Labor
200 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC  20210

RE:   ASSE Nomination of J. Nigel Ellis to ACCSH

Dear Assistant Secretary Michaels:

Among the more than 32,000 safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals who are members of the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) are the unique kinds of leaders whose extensive experience and authority make them excellent candidates for providing advice and assistance the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) looks to from its advisory committees.  I am pleased to nominate one of those unique members and leaders, J. Nigel Ellis, Ph.D., CSP, P.E., CPE, to serve as a member of the Advisory Committee for Construction Safety and Health (ACCSH).  

Dr. Ellis has a long and distinguished career as an SH&E professional dedicated to advancing the profession’s understanding of how to protect workers, especially as a leading authority in the field of construction and industrial fall protection.  He is President of Dynamic Scientific Controls, a consulting firm specializing in fall hazard control planning and training.  He is also a Fellow of ASSE, a leader in its Construction and Consultant Practice Specialties, and a member of the National Safety Council Construction 
Division as well as the Human Factors and Ergonomics Society.  Dr. Ellis is a Registered Professional Safety Engineer in California and Massachusetts.  He is a Board Certified Professional Ergonomist (human factors specialist) and a Board Certified Fellow in Forensic Engineering of the Council of Engineering Specialty Boards (CESB).  Dr. Ellis’ leadership and expertise perhaps is most widely recognized in the respect his book, Introduction to Fall Protection, receives among educators, colleagues and SH&E professionals in general.

Over three decades, Dr. Ellis has contributed his expertise in helping OSHA develop standards on fall protection, emergency egress and confined space safety. He has testified at OSHA hearings on fall protection in the Oil and Gas Well Drilling and Servicing industry, Exterior Building Maintenance, Construction, General Industry and Confined Space Standards. Dr. Ellis has been a member of a long list of voluntary consensus standards committees and groups under ANSI, ASME, ASTM, SAE, and ISO, including Z359 Fall Protection, A10 Construction and Demolition, A14.3 Ladder, A120 Building Exterior Maintenance Safety,  Z117 Confined Space, E06.51.25 Skylight Human Impact Resistance, E06.77 High-Rise Building External Evacuation Devices, F08.16 Archery Products, F13 Pedestrian/ Walkway Safety and Footwear, SAE J185 Access Systems for Off-Road Machines, and ISO TC94/SC4 International Fall Protection standards.

ASSE is pleased that we can nominate someone of Dr. Ellis’ capabilities.  Dr. Ellis is aware of the nomination, is willing to regularly attend and participate in ACCSH meetings, and has no conflicts of interest that would preclude his membership on ACCSH.  As always, ASSE appreciates your careful consideration of our members for appointments to OSHA’s advisory committees and looks forward to working with you in helping advance our common goal of making this nation’s workplaces safer and healthier.  

Sincerely,



Darryl C. Hill, Ph.D., CSP
President

cc:  Michael Buchet
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