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September 7, 2010

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
Chairman
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, 
    and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
SD-131 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC  20510

RE:  ASSE Support for CSB FY 2011 Funding

Dear Chairman Feinstein:

The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) is the largest and, in celebrating out 100th Anniversary next year, the oldest professional membership society representing safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals.  In every industry, every state and increasingly across the globe, our more than 32,000 members strive to help employers make sure workers can return safe and healthy to their families each day.     

Our members value the role that the U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazards Investigation Board (CSB) plays in helping keep this nation’s workplaces safe.  CSB’s investigations of chemical explosions and the agency’s thorough, cutting-edge and often bold findings and recommendations broaden greatly our members’ understanding of why the explosions happened and how to prevent similar incidents in other workplaces.  CSB’s work leads to greater safety for workers.  For
example, CSB’s landmark reporting of a 2006 Daytona Beach municipal water treatment plant explosion helped spur our members to work toward efforts to advance occupational safety and health protections for Florida’s public sector workers.  

Because of CSB’s important role in occupational safety, ASSE has become concerned that CSB’s ongoing effort to protect workers will be significantly limited by having taken on, at the request of Congress, the investigation of the Deepwater Horizon explosion in the Gulf of Mexico.   No better agency exists to provide the balanced and thorough investigation needed in that tragedy, but the expected scope of that investigation will make it nearly impossible for CSB to carry on the many other investigations.  However, CSB’s limited resources already make it difficult for the agency to investigate the number of chemical explosions ASSE believes is necessary to protect this nation’s workplaces.  Although smaller in notoriety, many other chemical explosions carry as much impact in other industries as the Deepwater Horizon carried in the offshore oil and gas industry.  One investigation, however important, cannot be allowed to compromise the overall mission of CSB in helping protect workers in all industries where chemical explosions can occur.

To avoid this unwanted choice, we urge you to provide CSB with enough funding in the FY 2011 budget both to carry out the Deepwater Horizon investigation and to continue to carry out its current responsibilities as reasonably as possible.  Before taking on the Deepwater Horizon investigation, CSB had requested a budget of $12.71 million, an increase of $2.16 million above its FY 2010 operating budget and $1.91 million more than the President’s request.  Among a variety of new and needed resources, CSB’s proposed increase would fund the establishment of a new five-investigator regional office to be located in or near Houston, Texas, the heart of America’s oil and chemical industry. Also included was support for a new three-person investigative team to focus on shorter-term investigations.  ASSE agrees with CSB’s position that the resources are necessary to help the agency close the gap that existed between the number of serious chemical accidents that occur each year and those that the CSB is actually able to investigate even before the addition of a Deepwater Horizon investigation.

In the House of Representatives, $13.3 million in appropriations for CSB was approved.  While this represents about a $2 million increase over FY 2010 funding and the President’s request for CSB, ASSE does not believe this is enough for CSB to conduct the Deepwater Horizon investigation and carry on its other needed investigations.  In Chairman John Bresland’s June 18, 2010, letter to Representative Waxman agreeing to take on the investigation, he noted that CSB’s prior investigation of the 2005 BP Texas City explosion was approximately $2.5 million.  Based on that precedent, ASSE urges at least another $2.5 million for a total of $15.8 million in FY 2011funding for CSB to undertake the Deepwater Horizon investigation.  However, ASSE also urges you to work with CSB and its new Chair, Rafael Moure-Eraso, to determine just how much CSB needs to investigate Deepwater Horizon without harming its overall investigation capability to make sure this additional amount is sufficient.    

Thank you for your attention to ASSE’s request.  If our members’ expertise and experience in helping make workplaces safe and healthy can be of help to you or the Subcommittee, we encourage you to reach out to them.    

Sincerely,



Darryl C. Hill, Ph.D., CSP
President

cc:  The Honorable Lamar Alexander
       Ranking Member
image1.png




