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AMERICAN SOCIETY 
OF SAFETY ENGINEERS
1800 East Oakton Street
Des Plaines, Illinois  60018-2187
847.699.2929
FAX 847.296.3769
www.asse.org

May 7, 2010

Dorothy Dougherty
Director
Directorate of Standards and Guidance
Room N-3718
Occupational Safety and Health Administration
U. S. Department of Labor
200 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC  20210

RE:   Nomination of James Thornton to MACOSH

Dear Ms. Dougherty:

On behalf of its 32,000 member safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals, the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) nominates James Thornton, CSP, CIH, for reappointment as Chair of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s (OSHA) Maritime Advisory Committee for Occupational Safety and Health (MACOSH).

Mr. Thornton’s unparalleled career as a leading SH&E professional speaks for itself.  As a Certified Safety Professional (CSP) and a Certified Industrial Hygienist (CIH), he has demonstrated the highest level of professional capability.  He serves perhaps this nation’s most significant shipbuilding enterprise well respected for its commitment to worker safety and health.  He has been a volunteer leader of both ASSE and the American Industrial 


Hygiene Association (AIHA) at the highest levels of these professional organizations.  

Finally, Mr. Thornton has proven his worth as an SH&E leader committed to helping further OSHA’s mission.  He has done that by playing a significant role in ensuring his employer’s commitment to the Voluntary Protection Program.  And, most importantly, Mr. Thornton has served for the last six years as the Chair of MACOSH.  During the time of Mr. Thornton’s leadership, MACOSH has been a consistent, stable and highly active advisory body that has succeeded in bringing together various voices in helping advance OSHA’s impact on maritime safety.  OSHA and this nation’s commitment to occupational safety and health would be well served by Mr. Thornton’s continued leadership of the Committee.

Thank you for your attention to our support for Mr. Thornton.  

Sincerely,



C. Christopher Patton, CSP
President
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