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AMERICAN SOCIETY 

OF SAFETY ENGINEERS

1800 East Oakton Street

Des Plaines, Illinois  60018-2187

847.699.2929

FAX 847.296.3769

www.asse.org
August 17, 2006

Mayor Matthew T. Doyle

City of Texas City

1801 9th Avenue North

P.O. Box 2608

Texas City, Texas 77592-2608

Dear Mayor Doyle:

On behalf of our 30,000 member safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals, including nearly 2,500 who work and live in Texas, the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) commends you and the City Council of Texas City for enacting a tax abatement for companies that achieve and maintain Voluntary Protection Program (VPP) status through the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).  

With this measure, Texas City has become the leader among government entities in giving encouragement to employers for making a commitment to the safety and health of their employees.  As a result, more workers lives will be saved and injuries avoided since, on average, VPP worksites achieve injury and illness rates sixty percent below industry norms.  

Achieving VPP status means that a company has successfully undertaken a variety of measures – including the implementation of a comprehensive safety and health management system – that typically require the experience and expertise of SH&E professionals like our members in order to succeed.  Our members 

fully appreciate the value of the VPP program as a way to encourage safer and healthier workplaces.

ASSE is an international professional society whose members are committed to helping ensure that workers can go home from their jobs each day protected from workplace safety, health and environmental risks.  More information on ASSE and our members’ capabilities can be found at www.asse.org.
Again, congratulations to you and the City Council for supporting employers’ commitment to worker safety and health through this tax abatement.  

Sincerely,

Donald S. Jones, Sr., CSP, PE

President


