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March 23, 2006

Representative Carl J. Domino

323 The Capitol

402 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL  32399-1300


Carl.domino@myfloridahouse.gov
Dear Representative Domino:

The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) is a professional membership society with 30,000 members who are safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals.  More than 1200 of our members work and reside in Florida and have a professional interest in helping make sure that your bill to address mold remediation and assessment (HB 161) reflects the most current knowledge and practice in addressing risks from mold.

We are particularly concerned that your bill reflect accurately that a variety of SH&E professionals address mold assessment and remediation in Florida and will be able to continue to do so if HB 161 passes into law.  No single SH&E professional designation or even educational background makes an SH&E professional an expert.  More so, it is the experience and particular professional training an SH&E professionals attains during his career path.  While we believe that the following amendment to HB 161 we understand is under consideration attempts to reflect this fact, we respectfully ask that the following changes be considered to guarantee that SH&E professionals not be improperly kept from pursuing their professional practice or employment.  Our suggested changes are underlined below.       

Proposed Amendments to HB 161; An Act

Relating to Mold Assessment

Deleting Section 501.933(2)(a)1.a.; lines111 thru 115  of the Bill and replacing it with the following: 

Certificants must posses one of the following combinations of documented education and relevant field experience and have a certification awarded by a certifying body that meets or exceeds the guidelines of the Council of Engineering and Scientific Specialty Boards (CESB), the National Commission on Certifying Agencies (NCCA) or the ANSI ISO/IEC 17024 Standard an ANSI-compliant third-party organization independent of members that is specifically approved by the State of Florida, and either:

1.  An associate in arts post graduate degree (AA or higher) in microbiology, engineering, architecture, safety, industrial hygiene or related field of science with a minimum of one (1) year of documented field experience in microbial sampling and/or investigations, or

2. A high school diploma or GED with at least five (5) two (2) years of experience in conducting microbial sampling and/or investigations.

CESB, NCCA and ISO are the organizations that are widely accepted within industry and the SH&E profession for ensuring quality SH&E certifications.  ASSE’s members achieve SH&E certifications from organizations who meet the stringent requirements of CESB, NCCA or ISO.  These include certifications like the Certified Safety Professional (CSP) designation from the Board of Certified Safety Professionals, the Certified Industrial Hygiene (CIH) designation from the American Board of Industrial Hygiene, and the Certified Hazardous Materials Manager (CHMM) from the Institute of Hazardous Materials Management.  

More information on CSB can be found at http://www.cesb.org/, on NCCA at http://www.noca.org/ncca/ncca.htm, and on the ISO standard for general requirements for bodies operating certification of persons at http://www.iso.ch/iso/en/CatalogueDetailPage.CatalogueDetail?CSNUMBER=29346&scopelist=.   

We also do not believe that two years of experience are adequate or come close to duplicating the kind of achievement necessary to reach the professional levels required in the other provisions of this bill.  We urge you to raise this to five years.

If you have any questions or concerns, ASSE urges you to contact its volunteer Assistant Regional Vice President for Government Affairs Ed Granberry, CSP, who resides in Florida, is a respected mold assessment and remediation expert, and who has worked diligently at ensuring that how Florida addresses mold risks reflects fully our current knowledge of the subject.  Mr. Granberry can be reached at epgchem@mindspring.com or 407/671-5399.

Thank you for your attention to our members’ concerns and your commitment to this issue.  We would like to support your efforts if they are in keeping with our goal to ensure that all capable SH&E professionals are able to remediate mold risks.

Sincerely,

Jack H. Dobson, Jr., CSP

President 

