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AMERICAN SOCIETY 

OF SAFETY ENGINEERS
1800 East Oakton Street

Des Plaines, Illinois  60018-2187

847.699.2929

FAX 847.296.3769

www.asse.org
March 24, 2008

Senator Evelyn J. Lynn

The Capitol

402 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL  32399-1300

Lynn.evelyn.web@flsenate.gov
RE:  ASSE Support for SB 652     

Dear Senator Lynn:

On behalf of the 32,000 member safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals of the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE), I want to thank you for leading the effort to find a way for Florida to provide occupational safety, health and environmental protections to its public sector employees.  We support your bill (SB 652) to establish a Florida Public Task Force on Workplace Safety within the University of South Florida Safety Florida Consultation Program will help determine how best to accomplish this vitally important task.  

ASSE has nearly 1400 members in Florida belonging to eight chapters   located in Cocoa Beach, Ft. Meyers, Jacksonville, Miami, Orlando, Palm Beach, Pensacola, and St. Petersburg.  Our member SH&E professionals work for and with employers to assure safety, health and environmental risks in workplaces are assessed and actions taken to mitigate the potential effects of these risks. SH&E professionals are instrumental in helping employers understand and contain the significant costs associated with these risks.

Most Floridians would be surprised to know that people who work for the State of Florida, its counties and municipalities do not receive the same workplace safety and health protections that every other Floridian working in the private sector receives under federal law.  

As you know, the recent urgency to address this problem rose in 2006 when two city workers were killed in an explosion at Daytona Beach’s municipal water treatment plant.  The US Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board’s investigation into that tragedy found that Florida’s lack of safety and health protections for public sector workers was a direct cause of those deaths. CSB’s report is at

http://www.chemsafety.gov/index.cfm?folder=completed_investigations&page=info&INV_ID=57 .

It is difficult to determine the full cost of this lack of protection both in lives and injuries and in costs to Florida’s taxpayers.  Because public sector workers have no occupational safety and health coverage in Florida, no requirement exists to report their injuries and fatalities, as is required for private sector employees under federal law.  One of the great benefits of this task force will be to determine the full costs of this lack of protections in Florida.  However, we are confident that, as leading companies in every industry have determined, Florida will find that investing a little in workplace safety and health will result not only in fewer deaths and injuries but also in significant savings to Florida taxpayers at a time when the state, counties and municipalities need to find savings wherever they can.  

Companies that invest in worker safety and health protections save money.  Recently, the global investment firm Goldman Sachs JBWere reported that its investment research has found that companies that did not adequately manage occupational safety and health performed worse financially than companies that did.  Florida’s workers and taxpayers no doubt would similarly benefit from better management of occupational safety and health. The report can be found at http://www.gsjbw.com/documents/About/MediaRoom/GSJBW-WHS-Report-Media-Release.pdf.  ASSE’s own White Paper on Return on Safety Investment concludes that there is a direct, positive correlation between investment in safety, health, and the environment and its subsequent return on investment for employers.  The White Paper can be found at http://www.asse.org/professionalaffairs/govtaffairs/ngposi10.php 
So, on behalf of these 1400 Florida ASSE SH&E professionals and all workers, thank you for your leadership in sponsoring SB 652.  Our members stand ready to help you ensure this measure becomes law. Our representative, Mr. Ed Granberry, Jr., Vice President for Government Affairs for ASSE Region IV, that includes Florida, can be reached at 407/671-6050 or epgchem@mindspring.com .

Sincerely,
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Michael W. Thompson, CSP

President

cc:  Senate President Ken Pruitt
Senator Al Lawson, Chair of Senate Committee on Governmental Operations
Senate Majority Leader Dan Webster
Senate Minority Leader Steven Geller
