The American Society of Safety Engineers’ (ASSE) Council on Practices and Standards (CoPS) has announced the formation of a new Ergonomics Branch, which will be sponsored by the Industrial Hygiene Practice Specialty.

Since many practice specialty members already work in ergonomics, the Industrial Hygiene Practice Specialty felt that a dedicated Ergonomics Branch would be of great benefit to them. According to Jim Smith, Vice President of the Council on Practices and Standards (CoPS), the goal of the branch will be to create a “knowledge exchange platform to capture the membership’s body of knowledge and to develop a delivery system by which members will have easy access to this knowledge.” Smith adds that this knowledge network will “ultimately assist members in better performing their jobs and in protecting people, property and the environment.”

Eric Stager, Administrator of the Industrial Hygiene Practice Specialty, would like the Ergonomics Branch to expand its knowledge base to allow for the discussion and design of new, practical ways to reduce soft-tissue injuries.

Both Smith and Stager believe that the new Ergonomics Branch will become a rich resource of technical information for members, and it will also give them the opportunity to network with each other and to share best ergonomics practices.

To support and promote the Ergonomics Branch, CoPS, ASSE staff and volunteers from the Industrial Hygiene Practice Specialty will work together to inform the ASSE membership of the branch’s launch and will begin to develop the ergonomics body of knowledge. 

For more information about the Ergonomics Branch, contact Rennie Heath at rheath@asse.org.

