Effective January 1, 2007, California will enact a law that will ban the sale of electronic devices containing certain hazardous substances. 

In 2003, the California legislature adopted statutes that include requirements similar to the Restriction of Hazardous Substances (RoHS) directive in the Electronic Waste Recycling Act (EWRA). The EWRA promotes the recycling of certain video display devices and requires the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) to adopt regulations that restrict the sale of certain covered electronic devices if they contain concentrations of certain metals that exceed specific regulatory limits. These regulations (to be in place by January 1, 2007) will establish maximum concentration levels for lead, cadmium, hexavalent chromium and mercury and will be consistent with the European Union (EU) directive 2002/95/EC. The DTSC regulations will also recognize any exemptions adopted by the EU for the use of lead, cadmium, hexavalent chromium or mercury that apply to covered electronic devices.

California’s law will apply only to the following “covered electronic devices”:

1. Cathode ray tubes (CRTs).

2. Cathode ray tube-containing devices (CRT devices).

3. Computer monitors containing CRTs.

4. Laptop computers with liquid crystal display (LCD).

5. LCD-containing desktop.

6. Televisions containing CRTs.

7. Televisions containing LCD screens.

8. Plasma televisions.

The law applies only to those covered electronic devices with video display screens of four inches or larger (measured diagonally). The following are not restricted under California’s new law:

1. The use of polybrominated biphenyls (PBBs) and polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs).

2. Electronic products that comply with the requirements of EU directive 2002/95/EC.  

3. Electronic products that are restricted from sale under the EU directive 2002/95/EC but are not covered electronic devices.

4. Sales of electronic devices, including covered electronic devices, that exceed the maximum concentration levels for PBBs or PBDEs.                                                                                                                                     

