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Identifies the direct costs and leading causes of workplace injuries

Index reveals the financial burden of serious workplace injuries is growing faster than

inflation. Employers face almost $1 billion per week in costs from work-related injuries.

Significant finding from the Workplace Safety Index include:

� The financial burden1 of serious work-related injuries2 and illnesses grew to $45.8 billion in 2001
from $44.2 billion in 2000. This cost grew 10.3 percent between 1998 and 2001, or 4 percent after
adjusting for inflation in medical and wage benefits.

� The top three injury causes (Overexertion3, Falls on Same Level and Bodily Reaction4):

� Are the fastest growing of all injury causes, with the cost of each rising 10.7 percent, 17.2
percent and 13.7 percent, respectively, faster than inflation between 1998 and 2001.

� Represent 50.1 percent of the total costs of serious workplace injuries in 2001, costing about
$23 billion a year or $450 million a week.

� The frequency of serious work-related injuries fell 6 percent between 2000 and 2001, the largest
single decline in the four years of the Workplace Safety Index. The number of injuries fell 1.3 
percent between 1999 and 2000, and grew 0.2 percent between 1998 and 1999. There were fewer,
but more expensive serious work-related injuries in 2001, one reason the total cost of injuries did
not decline despite the 6 percent drop in frequency.

The 10 leading causes of workplace injuries account for 87.9% of the 
$45.8 billion in costs from serious work-related injuries in 2001.
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The 10 leading causes and costs of workplace injuries in 2001

$12.5
27.3%

$5.7
12.6%

$4.7
10.2% $4.1

9.0% $3.9
8.6% $2.9

6.3%

$1.9
4.1%

$1.7
3.7%

$0.4 1.0%

$2.3
5.1%


