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Good Morning!! 
Thank you for inviting us here to a part of this special event where we can share ideas and our collective wisdom, and collaborate in such a beautiful place. 
It is a pleasure to be standing here today as President of ASSE in its 100th year – 100 years of protecting people, property, and the environment. Today, we ask you to join us, our 34,000 occupational safety, health and environmental members, as we move into the next 100 years of protecting people, property and the environment. 
We’ll face many challenges in the future as we do today, but our history shows we meet those challenges head on by finding solutions while protecting our fellow workers. In the next few minutes I will touch upon the challenges ahead.
I don’t know if you heard, but just a few weeks ago our Labor Department released some statistics.
The statistics show that in 2010 workplace fatality rates went down in the U.S. a bit- from 4,551 people dying from on-the-job injuries in 2009  to 4,547 people in 2010. 
It also highlighted the challenges ahead…Although this is a preliminary report, it provides a telling story. The U.S. has a population of about 312 million people and a workforce of about 154 million people. In 2010: 
Mining fatalities were up; 
Work-related fatalities resulting from fire more than doubled – the highest count since 2003;
Workplace suicides recorded the third highest amount since the annual census began about 20 years ago, it may not have touched you, but I have a friend in Illinois who worked with a respected, but sometimes frustrated, communications professional with a family.  – One day he went to his car for lunch and shot himself in the head. 
Workplace homicides involving women increased by 13 PERCENT;
Police officer fatalities increased by 40 PERCENT;
The good news is that construction fatalities, fatal falls, and work injuries involving Hispanic and Latino workers were down. Here in Canada, WorkSafeBC released a report that the injury rate for men declined 41 percent over the last ten year, and the injury rate for women declined 29 percent.
The economy, no doubt, has had an impact on these numbers. In the U.S. we have about a 9.1 percent unemployment rate with millions more who have been out of work for more than 10 months not even being counted. Canada, and we applaud you, has about a 7.2 percent unemployment rate – much better than ours. Your population is about 34 million with about 18.4 million in the workforce. As I noted earlier, the U.S. has about 312 million people with a workforce of 154 million.
Yes, the fatal work stats are down, but still 12 people a day are dying from on-the-job injuries. We must continue to work to bring that number down to zero worldwide.  I applaud all of you here today for your commitment to do just that.
We must continue to tell businesses that now is not the time to cut back on occupational safety and health systems. If they do, it will come back to severely haunt them in the future in the guise of increased health care and workers comp costs, production delays, reputation damage and much, much more. 
Keep sharing the fact that safety is a core part of the successful business strategy – without it, work and quality of life could be devastating – we could go back to the time from 1906-1911 when 13,228 U.S. miners died (those were reported, there may have been more). Or when 146 women and men died in the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in NY City in 1911 because there was no safety system in place – most jumped from the top floors to the ground below or into the elevator shaft to escape the horrendous fire, because the doors were locked,  the fire escape had melted… They were aged 14 through 30.  ASSE was founded in New York City in October 1911 due, in part, to this horrific tragedy.
We don’t want to go back to that time or the time in 1991 when 25 workers were killed in a North Carolina Hamlet chicken plant fire when the doors were locked and there was no escape….


Today, yes the work fatality rates have gone down, however, we are saddened for the families and friends of those people who never returned home last year. They are not a number, they are people with families, friends, a history – they leave a huge void in their family and the company they worked at. 
ASSE’s goals have changed over the last 100 years, and they certainly will continue to evolve over the next 100 years and beyond. But our core values, the foundation on which we work and conduct business, remain the same. We still believe that a safe and healthy workplace is a fundamental right.  
When I look around this room, I see heroes. I see people who are making a difference every day. Today millions of workers leave work injury and illness-free to return home to their families and loved ones, owed in part to the safety, health and environmental professionals here today. 
You may never know the people whose lives you touch, but many remember you.  Much like a stone thrown into a still pond, the knowledge you share resounds over and over. Your dedication, your passion for protecting people, property and the environment reaches so much farther than you imagine. 
You are the heroes of today and of the future. Thank you for the work that you do – the difference you make. The future is strong because of you. I hope that you will join me, as we forge ahead, doing what we’ve always done and doing it even better as we face the unknown challenges of tomorrow– working to protect people, property and the environment. 
I look forward to meeting and talking to many of you especially as we collaborate and share our collective wisdom.  Thank you and hopefully I don’t look a day over 100!
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