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SAMPLE NAOSH/OSHP 2010 PROCLAMATION REQUEST LETTER
(DATE)
Honorable (full name of recipient)
Mayor/Governor of City/State
(your official’s address)
(your official’s city and state and zip)
RE: Request for Proclamation for North American Occupational Safety and Health Week (NAOSH) 2010 (May 2 – 8, 2010) and Occupational Safety and Health Professional Day, May 5, 2010

Dear Honorable (add last name):
Workplace safety is not just important for workers and companies, but for our communities and the economy as well. As you know, the cost for not providing a safe workplace is reflected in much more than just an increase in workers’ compensation, health care, production, human resource and training costs, but in the intangibles such as a company’s reputation and the possibility of losing a friend, co-worker or family member.
As such, local members of the 99-year-old American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) request that you consider joining with ASSE and our more than 32,000 members, and 35 partner organizations-- such as the American Heart Association (AHA), the American Red Cross,  the National Federation of Independent Businesses (NFIB), the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA),  The Shipbuilders Council, etc.   – to raise awareness of the importance of workplace safety by supporting North American Occupational Safety and Health Week (NAOSH) this May 2 – 8 and the May 5, 2010, Occupational Safety and Health Professional (OSHP) Day with a proclamation.  Enclosed you will find a draft proclamation for consideration.
Your support is always important.
During this economic downturn more and more companies are cutting back and sometimes in the area of workplace safety. ASSE members realize that these are tough times, but note that companies in the long run will not save money by reducing or ignoring safety for their workers, customers, and communities they do business in. Money cut from safety processes now could have an enormous cost later; this can be from injury and health care costs, fines, contingency situations, lost production time, low employee morale, employee injuries and even fatalities. There are better and smarter ways to protect employees, business and the bottom line.
Just last year, during the economic downturn, one state was able to realize for 700 of its businesses participating in a state workers’ compensation program a $15 million retrospective return based on the combined efforts of employers, employees, occupational safety and health professionals and state insurance professionals working together to make the state a safer place to work and live. The full story can be found at http://www.asse.org/newsroom/naosh10/successstories.php. The participants noted that attention to safety does pay great dividends, regardless of the state of the economy.
Each year during NAOSH Week through our members' efforts and the commitment of state, local and federal officials we have reached more than 30 million people and hundreds of thousands of businesses on the value of investing in occupational safety and health and the positive affect it has on workers, businesses, families and friends. We do this through community events, national and international communications on workplace safety best practices, through our eighth annual popular ASSE kids' "Safety-on-the-Job" poster contest and more.
The focus of NAOSH 2010 is "Mission NAOSH 2010: Safe Workplaces".  Our members are occupational safety, health and environmental professionals located worldwide committed to protecting people, property and the environment. Help us make a difference. As millions of people go to and leave work injury free every day, due, in part, to the commitment and work of occupational safety, health and environmental professionals committed to protecting people, property and the environment, still close to 6,000 people never return home from work each year in the U.S. 
During the NAOSH Week ASSE will hold events throughout North America including our NAOSH national kick-off events Monday, May 3 at the U.S. Capitol, the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) and the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C., with our partners the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and the Canadian Society of Safety Engineering (CSSE).  Each year these events grow and we welcome you and your D.C. staff to join us. For OSHP Day we will be honoring our longtime members and their positive contributions to workers, the public and the safety and health profession.
Please consider supporting NAOSH Week 2010 and Occupational Safety and Health Professional Day with a proclamation.  Your support will greatly enhance NAOSH week, increase the focus on prevention, so important now during this economy, and help raise awareness of the work of the occupational safety, health and environmental practitioners living and working in your city and state.  For more information, history and a photo gallery on NAOSH Week from last year please go to www.asse.org/naosh09.  
We will display all proclamations on our web site, in Washington, D.C., at the U.S. Capitol, the DOL and at the ASSE annual Professional Development Conference to be held in Baltimore, Maryland this June.
Thank you very much for your time and your continued commitment to protecting not only workers, but also their families and friends. Should you have any questions please contact me (put contact info. here) or ASSE Public Relations' Diane Hurns at 847-768-3413, dhurns@asse.org. Again thank you for your time, consideration and for all that you do.
 
Sincerely,

(name)
American Society of Safety Engineers
(contact info/full address)

P.S. If approved, we would ask for permission to take a photo of the signing of the proclamation by you for posting on our web site and in our ASSE publications.

Encs: Draft NAOSH Week/OSHP Day proclamation, ASSE Fact Sheet 
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