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Dear American Society of Safety Engineers Member:
In 2011, the American Society of Safety Engineers will celebrate its 100th birthday. During the year we will not only be celebrating this birthday but a ‘Century of Safety’ as we observe not only the major positive strides and milestones made in work safety over the decades, but also in the occupational safety, health and environmental field.
You and those before you have paved the way for safer and healthier workplaces and environments worldwide and continue to work to do so and we salute you. We will be sharing our history, milestones, best practices and insights with the world during 2011 and hope that you can join us in telling not only our story, but yours. The history of ASSE is made up of many stories, milestones, individual successes and efforts and we want to share that information.
Enclosed in this ‘ASSE Chapter 100th Anniversary Background Kit’ you will find helpful information on how and why ASSE was formed, the significance of the tragic Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire, chapter charter dates, the history of standards, the 100 WISE Women 100 project, a guide with suggestions on what your chapter can do to celebrate the 100th and much, much more.
We are not only looking back, but looking forward in 2011 to the exciting future of our profession as we have grown greatly in the past 100 years. It is also exciting to see that even now in this down economy demand continues to spiral upwards for occupational safety and health practitioners worldwide.
That is because of you, your expertise and what you and your fellow ASSE members do every day to make sure that the millions of workers who go to work leave work injury and illness free and return home safely to their family and friends. We not only want to hear your story of successes, challenges, connections, best practices, but we also want to tell it along with the ‘Century of Safety’ history to external and internal audiences worldwide.
Please join us in doing so. When you can, review the materials, check ASSE’s web site and the tools available and think about the story you want to tell about your career, your chapter; and how your chapter can link with your community, your co-workers and more. Also, share whatever milestones you have with our ASSE staff so we can help get the story out and turn to them for any assistance needed.
As I noted at the PDC, I want to ensure that ASSE has one outstanding and memorable birthday celebration this year as we commemorate a century of safety in 2011 and a bright future ahead. Our theme is “Your Safety is Our Business and Your Future is Our Mission.”
Thank you for all that you do and for making ASSE’s 100th birthday a reality.
Sincerely,

Darryl C. Hill, Ph.D., CSP 
President 2010-2011
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